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Title: 

   Financial Assistance Programs Policy 

 
 

PURPOSE  
Littleton Regional Healthcare (the Hospital or LRH) is a not-for-profit organization which recognizes its 
responsibility to provide Emergency Care to patients of its community regardless of their ability to pay.  
Financial Assistance may also be available for patients who receive Medically Necessary care after 
reasonable efforts have been made to identify insurance and/or other payment sources.  The purpose of 
this policy is to establish guidelines for patients to receive Financial Assistance that is consistent and in 
compliance with Section 501(r)(4)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code and implementing regulations ( (26 
C.F.R. § 1.501(r) et seq.).  
 
DEFINITIONS 

1. Family Unit Size – is defined as the applicant (patient, if applicable), spouse, and all legal 
dependents as allowed by the Internal Revenue System.  The patient/applicant’s family 
unit will include any other taxpayer that can claim the patient/applicant as a dependent for 
income tax paying purposes. If patient/applicant is a minor, the family unit will include 
parent(s)/legal guardian(s), unless the minor is legally emancipated.   

 
2. Financial Assistance Program “FAP” Application:  Application completed in 

accordance with the process set forth in this Policy.   
 

3. Family Unit Income – is defined as gross income for all members of the family unit for 
the last four months (annualized) or the last calendar year, whichever is the lesser amount.  
Examples of income include retirement, veteran’s benefits, worker’s compensation, sick 
leave, disability compensation, welfare, social security retirement, alimony, child support, 
stock/certificate dividends, interest, or income from property. 
 

4. FAP Eligible Patient – subject to other requirements as outlined in the FAP, a FAP 
Eligible Patient is defined as a patient that receives emergency care or medically 
necessary care, has a household income at or below the levels specified elsewhere in the 
FAP of the federal poverty level (FPL), and who does not have the financial resources to 
pay for services.  Subject to other requirements outlined in the FAP, a FAP Eligible Patient 
shall include all uninsured patients that receive Medically Necessary Care and have a 
household income as specified elsewhere in the FAP.        
 

5. Emergency Care – is defined as care provided for an emergency medical condition.  An 
Emergency Medical Condition means a medical condition that is manifesting itself by 
acute symptoms of sufficient severity such that the absence of immediate medical 
attention might result in either: 
 

● Placing the health of the individual in serious jeopardy (or with respect to a 
pregnant person, the pregnant person’s unborn child) 

● Serious impairment to bodily functions 
● Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part 
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